
THE JOURNAL AND THE CANADIAN MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION.

Those in attendance at the meeting of the Canadian
Medical Association, held in Toronto, Ont., last week,
were profuse in their praise of the enterprise displayed
by the Journal in the early publication of the pro-
ceedings. They also expressed astonishment at the short
period of time which elapsed between the close of the
first day's session and the receipt of the printed report.
The Association assembled on Wednesday, August 30,
and early on Friday morning, September 1, a copy of
the Journal containing a complete report of the day's
proceedings was handed to each member in attendance.

A CORRECTION.

Dr. Ira Von Geison, of the New York State Labora-
tory, has repudiated the statements attributed to him in
a New York paper, which were editorially noticed in this
Journal some weeks ago. His disclaimer, which we
are glad to see, is printed in the July issue of the Amer-
ican Journal of Insanity, which has just appeared. It
is not always safe to treat statements made with the
circumstantiality of that of the New York journal as

beneath notice, and if Dr. Von Geison had not made this
correction the world would have been justified in think-
ing that the interview was authentic. It would have
been better all around if the correction had been made
more promptly after the publication.

AN ENFORCED ANTI-SPITTING LAW.

The anti-expectoration ordinance in San Francisco
seems likely to hold its own and to be enforced without
fear or favor. One offender, who is reported to be a

millionaire, has had to undergo his punishment, and the
repetition of the offense only made it more severe. If
this is not merely an indication of a "sand lots" preju-
dice against millionaires, and if like even justice is
dealt out to the hoodlum who deserves it, as well as to
every grade between, San Francisco is to be congratu-
lated. The prohibition of indiscriminate expectoration
is one of the most reasonable hygienic regulations, and
has, moreover, the advantage of being cosmetic as well as

sanitary. It is to be hoped that this pervasive nuisance
can be legally checked elsewhere as well as in San
Francisco.

THE CENTURY'S ADVANCE IN PHYSIOLOGIC
PSYCHOLOGY.

The September issue of Harper's Monthly contains an

article by Dr. H. S. Williams, on "The Century's Pro-
gress in Physiological Psychology." There is certainly a

large amount of material for such a review, and Dr.
Williams appears to have fairly utilized it. We know
vastly more than formerly about the functions of the
brain, and the latest developments of our knowledge of
its anatomy are suggestive in many ways. We have
also become able to measure and register our sensations
and have reduced some facts thus obtained to their
mathematical expression; methods have been improved
and a vast store of facts obtained, but after all we are

not so very much nearer an understanding of the real
nature of our mental action than before. In fact, as

Dr. Williams shows, some of our advances are really
only experimental verifications of ideas theoretically

advanced many years prior to the beginning of the pres-
ent century. The quality of mind does not necessarily
appear to have improved, though we may know more
of its correlated mechanisms. As a popularizer of sci¬
entific subjects Dr. Williams is a success, and his paper
will open up to a large section of the reading laity a
wide range of scientific thought.
EXTRAINTESTINAL INFLAMMATORY LESIONS CAUSED

BY TYPHOID BACILLUS.

W. T. Howard, Jr.,1 points out that among the many
typhoidal and post-typhoidal inflammatory lesions in
various extraintestinal organs, a considerable number
are now known to be caused by the bacillus typhosus,
either alone or mixed with other bacteria. He reports
three cases of this sort, and states that he has been able
to collect 144 cases from the literature, in which the
typhoid germ was present in inflammatory foci outside
of the intestines; in 20 other cases mixed infections
were present, making a total of 164. While some of
the older cases are open to doubt, in all the recent ones
the Widal test was applied, and in consequence the diag-
nosis is conclusive. The typhoid bacillus is, therefore,
a frequent and important cause of the complications
and sequel\l=ae\of typhoid fever; in some cases it also
causes infectious processes without the necessary pres-
ence of typical lesions.

THE TESTIMONIAL AND THE MEDICAL PRESS.
A fine line lies between the testimonial to the effect-

iveness of a remedy that the manufacturer obtains
from the physician to aid in selling the product, and the
honest report on the utility of a new agent, derived
from the painstaking observation of the clinician whose
only aim is to assist his fellow-practitioners in arriving
at a correct estimate of the remedy. The line of de-
marcation can not always be discerned in the face of
the testimonial, but can invariably be discovered in
the professional reputation and standing of the giver.
Unhappily the latter can not often be generally known
among the 125,000 physicians of the United States.
There remains then as a guide for the reader only the
character of the medical journal in which the testimon-
ial appears. Unfortunately there are too many journals
which sin in this respect, and still more unfortunately
the profession in most cases does not closely discrimin-
ate between the wheat and the chaff among its period-
icals. We should, however, invariably eschew those
journals that devote much space to testimonials of what¬
ever kind as to the effectiveness of proprietary remedies.
The clean medical journal does not admit to its col¬
umns laudatory articles concerning proprietary rem¬
edies, and there is no temptation to laud unduly prepa¬rations the making of which is open to all pharmacists.
If one cares to read such testimonials, he may be sure
that the manufacturer will not cease to keep his desk
full of reprints of them.

THE ETIOLOGY OF CIRRHOSIS OF THE LIVER.
Hyperplasia of the interstitial connective tissue of

the liver, with secondary contraction, results essentially
through the agency of irritating influences conveyed

1 Philadelphia Medical Journal, July, 1899.
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